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Devin White, Wendall Williams, Joevon Works 
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THE MEDIA OWNERSHIP ACT 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, as much of 
America now knows, yesterday in a split deci-
sion, the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) voted to approve new media own-
ership rules that in many ways are far worse 
for the public interest than anything previously 
revealed by FCC Chairman Martin. 

Prior to yesterday’s vote. Chairman Martin 
had attempted to portray his proposal as a 
‘‘moderate compromise’’ that would allow one 
company to own both a daily newspaper and 
a low-rated broadcast TV station in only the 
20 largest media markets. But research from 
Free Press—collected in the Devil in the De-
tails report—exposed how the loose and am-
biguous ‘‘waiver’’ standards in the proposal left 
a giant loophole for companies to sidestep the 
ban in any market and for any station. 

The final rule, rewritten in the middle of the 
night before the hearing, retains all of the 
original loopholes and adds additional loop-
holes that appear to allow cross-ownership 
mergers in virtually any market. 

While I had held out hope that the FCC 
would delay this vote given the outpouring of 
public commentary opposing the rule changes, 
it is clear that the Chairman of the FCC is not 
listening. I see no other choice than to push 
for congressional action, and to that end, yes-
terday I introduced H.R. 4835, the Media 
Ownership Act of 2007, in the House to stop 
these new cross-ownership rules from going 
forward. 

I am pleased to have been joined by my 
Washington State colleague Representative 
DAVE REICHERT in this bipartisan effort, and it 
is my hope that we can move swiftly to pre-
vent these new rules from going into effect. 
This effort is the companion to work being 
done in the Senate Commerce Committee 
where a bipartisan group of Senators have led 
the effort against these changes. 

When Chairman Martin was before the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee earlier this 
month, I asked him how he could ignore the 
public outcry he heard when he visited Se-
attle, Washington, where—despite less than 5 
days notice—thousands turned out and stayed 
until 1 a.m. on a Friday night to voice their 
concerns. I asked him how we could believe 
that he had thoughtfully considered the 
public’s concerns, when less than 3 days later, 
the Chairman published an op-ed in the New 
York Times outlining his plan for media con-
solidation. 

Clearly, Chairman Martin is not listening to 
the American people, and now we need to 
step up and ensure that their voices are 
heard. I hope my colleagues here in Congress 
will join me in this eftort, and I hope this legis-
lation moves swiftly. 

MOURNING THE DEATH OF 
FORMER CONGRESSMAN AUGUS-
TUS FREEMAN ‘‘GUS’’ HAWKINS 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I wish to mourn the passing of former Con-
gressman Augustus Freeman ‘‘Gus’’ Hawkins, 
a committed public servant and civil rights 
leader, who died on November 10, 2007. Con-
gressman Hawkins was born on August 31, 
1907, in Shreveport, LA. He later moved to 
California where he would eventually serve 14 
terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
advocating for his constituents in South Los 
Angeles. Prior to his passing, he was the old-
est living former member of the House of Rep-
resentatives at the age of 100. 

In his youth, Mr. Hawkins was a scholar and 
civil rights activist. In 1931, he received his 
undergraduate degree in Economics from the 
University of California, Los Angeles. One 
year later, he continued his academic pursuits 
and studied political science at the University 
of Southern California. In addition to his intel-
lectual skills and political savvy, Mr. Hawkins 
was a primary leader in progressive and civil 
rights campaigns in the urban areas of Los 
Angeles. His desire to eliminate injustice in his 
community propelled him to challenge a Re-
publican incumbent in the California State As-
sembly. He defeated his opponent and quickly 
became the 62nd district’s voice for civil rights 
and equality regardless of race, creed, or 
color. He remained in the California State As-
sembly from 1935 to 1963. 

In 1963, Mr. Hawkins was elected to serve 
California’s 21st Congressional District in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, making him 
the first African American elected from the 
State of California. He firmly demonstrated his 
commitment to public service by supporting 
legislation that would improve housing stand-
ards, labor, education, and conditions for the 
working poor. He made history by sponsoring 
the equal employment section of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 that created the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission. In addition, 
he fought consistently to raise the minimum 
wage and he and Senator Hubert Humphrey 
(D–Minnesota) crafted the Humphrey-Hawkins 
Act of 1978, which was designed to combat 
unemployment and inflation. During his 28 
years in the House, he served as the chair-
man of the Committee on Education and 
Labor, and the chairman of the Committee on 
Administration. He was also one of the found-
ing members of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, which was founded in 1971. When he re-
tired in 1991, he had created over half a cen-
tury’s worth of landmark legislation on both the 
State and Federal level. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
remember the legacy and mourn the passing 
of former Congressman Augustus Freeman 
Hawkins. 

ARTHUR I. JACKNOWITZ, PRO-
FESSOR AND DISTINGUISHED 
CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF CLIN-
ICAL PHARMACY CONCERNED 
ABOUT CMS COMPOUNDING POL-
ICY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to call my colleagues’ attention to a compelling 
letter written by Arthur I. Jacknowitz, Pharm. 
D, Professor and Distinguished Chair in the 
Department of Clinical Pharmacy at West Vir-
ginia University’s School of Pharmacy at the 
Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center in 
Morgantown, WV. Writing on behalf of more 
than 650 pharmacies and 359,000 Medicare 
beneficiaries in West Virginia, Professor 
Jacknowitz expressed his deep concern over 
the adverse impact that CMS’s new policy ex-
cluding compounded inhalation medications 
from Medicare beneficiaries would have in 
West Virginia and across the Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to enter Professor Jacknowitz’s letter into the 
RECORD. 

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY, 
SCHOOL OF PHARMACY, 

Morgantown, WV, October 30, 2007. 
KERRY WEEMS, ADMINISTRATOR, 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 200 

Independence Avenue, SW, Room 314 G, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR ADMINISTRATOR WEEMS: Compound-
ing pharmacists play an essential role in 
many patients’ lives by enabling physicians 
to prescribe customized medication therapy 
to best meet their needs. Indeed, for the 
growing number of people with unique thera-
peutic requirements that cannot be ad-
dressed with commercially available prod-
ucts, a compounded product may be the only 
viable treatment option. 

Compounding of medications for patient 
use has been a significant component of the 
practice of pharmacy and medicine since the 
beginnings of our profession. Virtually all 
practicing pharmacists will be involved with 
compounding activities at some point during 
their career. In fact, it is estimated that the 
30 to 40 million prescriptions are com-
pounded each year. Pharmacists are the only 
health care professionals that have studied 
chemical compatibilities and can prepare al-
ternate dosage forms. In fact, each state re-
quires that pharmacy schools must, as part 
of their core curriculum, instruct students 
on the compounding of pharmaceutical in-
gredients. Compounding pharmacies are li-
censed and regulated by their respective 
state boards of pharmacy, rather than the 
FDA. 

With this mind, I am writing to you as a 
Professor of Pharmacy and on behalf of more 
than 650 pharmacies and 359,000 Medicare 
beneficiaries they serve in our state of West 
Virginia to express my concern about the 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) new policy excluding compounded in-
halation medications from Medicare bene-
ficiaries. CMS issued this new policy without 
explanation or medical rationale driven by 
the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) 
posture and legal position regarding 
compounding. It is a reversal of your agen-
cy’s long-standing policy on inhalation 
medications. By excluding compounded inha-
lation medications for Medicare bene-
ficiaries stating that they are no longer 
medically necessary you are discriminating 
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against compounded medications in general. 
I believe that this new policy may have far- 
reaching and serious consequences for Medi-
care beneficiaries who rely on nebulizer 
medications. Eliminating compounding will 
severely restrict access to these critical 
medications for Medicare beneficiaries and 
their prescribing physicians. 

The FDA’s legal position on compounding 
medications, its aggressive enforcement poli-
cies against several compounding phar-
macies and the agency’s intervention and in-
fluence on CMS’s recent policies on com-
pounded medications establishes a dangerous 
precedent for all pharmacy compounding 
throughout the United States. Ignoring the 
recent Federal court decision Medical Center 
Pharmacy v Gonzales. 451 F. Supp.2d 854, 865 
(W.D. Tex. 2006), the FDA reasserted its legal 
position ‘‘that all compounded drugs are un-
approved new, and therefore illegal, drugs 
under the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic 
Act (FDCA)’’. Contrary to the FDA’s posi-
tion, the Federal Court held that ‘‘com-
pounded drugs, when created for an indi-
vidual patient pursuant to a prescription 
from a licensed practitioner, were implicitly 
exempt from the new drug definitions con-
tained in the Act’’. 

As a result of the FDA’s position and 
CMS’s new policy on compounding, more 
than 29,000 citizens of West Virginia suf-
fering from Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD) that depend on these medica-
tions as well as the hundreds of compounding 
pharmacies and their employees, will be ad-
versely affected. For this reason, I am asking 
that CMS rescind the recent policy excluding 
compounding medications. 

Thank you, for you consideration. 
Sincerely, 

ARTHUR I. JACKNOWITZ, 
Professor and Distinguished Chair, 

Department of Clinical Pharmacy. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. 
FRANCIS HIGH SCHOOL FOOT-
BALL TEAM 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate and pay tribute to the St. Francis 
High School football team for reaching the 
Michigan High School Athletic Association 
2007 Division Seven State Championship 
game. It was their fifth State finals appearance 
in 10 years. 

The St. Francis Gladiators lost a hard-fought 
state championship game to Mendon High 
School. It was the end to an impressive play-
off run in which they outscored their oppo-
nents 188–8 in the four games leading up to 
the finals. They finished their season with a 
12–2 record. 

The Gladiators accomplishments are a tes-
tament to the years of hard work and dedica-
tion of these student athletes. They have 
proudly carried on their school’s tradition of 
excellence. I commend them on a successful 
season. 

On behalf of the 4th Congressional District 
of Michigan, I congratulate the St. Francis 
High School football team on their achieve-
ments and wish them all the best of luck in 
their future endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT NEWELL 
WISNER 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker. I rise today 
to recognize the retirement of Robert Newell 
Wisner, after 41 years as an Iowa State Uni-
versity Extension economist. 

Since February of 1967, Robert Wisner has 
provided a remarkable service to the agricul-
tural community in Iowa and across the globe. 
He is extremely innovative in his methods of 
presenting market outlooks and analyzing 
marketing and risk-management strategies. 
Robert’s publications on risk management and 
genetically-modified crop marketing have been 
widely used in Japan and China and have 
benefited countries in Europe as well. He pio-
neered work on revenue assurance contracts 
and regularly educated crop insurance agents 
about different risk management tools. 

Robert also has a gift in relating his work to 
the common farmer. He has converted his 
highly complicated market research and anal-
ysis into an easily understandable format. 
Robert is known for checking up-to-the-minute 
information, seconds before presentations, to 
give his audience the most accurate statistics. 
He has worked hard to gain the confidence of 
farmers by conducting over 2,200 extension 
meetings and authoring more than 1,500 pub-
lications. Robert is a trusted source of expert 
agricultural economic information and for this I 
offer him my utmost congratulations and 
thanks. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending Rob-
ert Wisner for his leadership and service to 
the farmers of America. I consider it an honor 
to represent Robert in Congress and I wish 
him a long, happy and healthy retirement. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER ARMANDO AL-
EXANDER OF THE WAUKEGAN 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Officer Armando Alexander of the Wau-
kegan Police Department for his selfless act of 
heroism. 

On February 3. 2007. Officer Alexander was 
assisting with closing a local bar. At 2:49 a.m., 
Officer Alexander heard gunfire erupt in the 
parking lot next to the establishment. Without 
regard for his own personal safety, he ran to-
ward the gunfire where he witnessed two sub-
jects firing shots at a victim in a parked car. 
The victim was shot three times before the 
suspects fled. Officer Alexander then chased 
the suspects on foot through a residential de-
velopment and construction site. He appre-
hended one of the suspects and recovered the 
firearm used in the crime. The second suspect 
was later arrested. 

Officer Alexander’s outstanding efforts took 
two dangerous gang members off the streets 
of my district and made Waukegan, Illinois, a 
safer place. 

As a member of the Significant Incident 
Group on the Waukegan Police force, Officer 
Alexander is a leader and a role model for 
local law enforcement in the 10th Congres-
sional District of Illinois. 

I am proud to count this heroic American as 
a constituent and a friend. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT AND 
ROSALEE WELLING 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this moment to recognize the exemplary 
and extended service of Bob and Rosalee 
Welling, who will receive the Distinguished 
Service Award from the University of Central 
Missouri. 

Bob received his juris doctorate from St. 
Louis University School of Law. Following law 
school he spent 2 years in the United States 
Army and then moved to Warrensburg, MO, to 
begin a 50-year career in law. In 1985, Bob 
received the Missouri Bar President’s Award. 

Bob served as president of the Missouri 
State Board of Education and as a member of 
the Board of Directors of the National Associa-
tion of State Boards of Education. He was a 
former chair on the board’s Governmental Af-
fairs Committee and was a mentor in the as-
sociation. Bob has also presided as chair of 
the Regional Council for Children’s Mercy 
Hospital in Kansas City, MO. 

Currently, Bob is a member of Children’s 
Mercy Hospital Planned Gift Council and 
board member of its nonprofit subsidiary, 
Family Health Partners. He is also serving as 
a gubernatorial appointee to the Missouri Mili-
tary Preparedness and Enhancement Com-
mission. 

Rosalee graduated from the University of 
Central Missouri with a bachelor’s degree in 
education and a master’s degree in speech 
pathology and audiology. Following graduate 
school, she served as a physical education 
and health teacher in the Raytown School Dis-
trict and then as a speech pathologist at the 
Children’s Therapy Center. She then joined 
the University of Central Missouri and taught 
until her retirement in 2002. 

While at the university, she served for 13 
years as director of the Early Childhood Com-
munication Special Education Preschool, 
spent 6 years as the coordinator of Clinical 
Services in the Welch-Schmidt Center for 
Communication Disorders, and was guest lec-
turer in the Department of Phonetics at the 
University of Helsinki, Finland. 

Today, Rosalee is director emeriti of the 
University of Central Missouri Alumni Associa-
tion Board and the Foundation Board. She 
also serves as a tutor in the Johnson County 
Adult Literacy Program. 

The Wellings are known in the State of Mis-
souri for their outstanding civic involvement 
and volunteer service. I trust that Members of 
the House will join me in wishing Bob and 
Rosalee Welling and their family the best in 
their future endeavors. 
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